Academic Writing Tip #28
Uses of Prepositions

     Prepositions can be confusing for learners of English since, at times, the usage does not seem logical. However, there are some standards for prepositions, which should help in choosing the appropriate preposition.  The following chart of prepositions provides some guidance:

1.  Time: about, after, around, at, before, by, during, for, from…to, in, on, since, until

Fred arrived in Germany in August 1990.

He started school on September 6th.

His school day began at 8 o’clock in the morning.
He works from sunup to sundown.

By March, the weather will be warmer.

The discount is available until this Saturday.

2. Place: above, against, along, among, around, at, behind, below, beside, between, by close to, down, far from, from…to, in, in back of, in front of, inside, into, near, next to, off, on, out, out of, outside, over, under, up, upon, within

Linda has lived in New York for 40 years.

She lives on West 63rd Street.

She lives at 598 West 63rd Street.

Linda takes the subway to work at 6 o’clock every morning.

Her friends often see her running to (for) the subway train.

3. Reason: because of, due to, for

Because of rain, the office cancelled the tour

Parents often wish for peace and quiet.

Due to the storm, the officials canceled the marathon.

For obvious reasons, the company did not raise salaries.

4.   Manner:   by, in (e.g. in a new way), through, with, without
Students reap the benefit of their degree by working in a related field.

Some people live without ever owning a car.

The paper was filled with redundancies.

Through friends, people often learn of new job opportunities.

4. Quantity: of

Tons of lava poured from the volcano.

Many (of the) states support gun control.

6.  Possession (belonging to): of
Members of the Senate serve a six-year term while members of the House of Representative serve a two-year term.
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