Academic Writing Tip #19 

Reduced Adjective Clauses

      Reducing an adjective clause, a clause modifying a noun, makes writing more fluent and eliminates the overuse of “that,”  “which” and “who.”  To eliminate these words in adjective clauses follow these two basic rules below:

Note: Check whether reducing the clause changes the meaning.

1.  If the verb is, are, was or were is used, the “that,”  “which” and “who” along 

     with these verbs can be eliminated:

           EX:  The rules that are giving telemarketers access to public records should be    

                   revised.

           Reduced:  The rules giving telemarketers access to public records should be revised. 

           EX:  The research, which is limited to two controlled groups, requires more testing to 

                    validate its results.

           Reduced:  The research, limited to two controlled groups, requires more testing to

                              validate its results.

           EX:  The officials who are trying to oust the ruling party have no confidence in the party’s

                    governing abilities. 

           Reduced:  The officials trying to oust the ruling party have no confidence in the

                               party’s governing abilities.

2.  If the verb is NOT is, are, was or were, the clause can be reduced by omitting

     “that,”  “which” or “who” and by changing the verb to the –ing form.

         EX:  Education provides personal advantages that allow consistent growth and privileges.

         Reduced:  Education provides personal advantages allowing consistent growth and

                            privileges.

         EX:  Studies that validate new research are ongoing projects in all facets of the arts and

                  sciences.

         Reduced:  Studies validating new research are ongoing projects in all facets of the arts     

                            and sciences.

         EX:  Doctors who specialize in emergency medicine confront challenges daily.

         Reduced:  Doctors specializing in emergency medicine confront challenges daily.
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